Chwpdocs\willow\plans\weexp.pin

NOTICE OF INTENT TO CONDUCT
MINOR COAL EXPLORATION
Willow Creek Mine

July 31, 2000 Mine Fire
Emergency Mine Atmosphere Monitoring Holes
Dinosaur Canyon and Eagle Canyon

Plateau Mining Corporation
September 1, 2000
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0 0 5 1 Willow Creek Mine

PLATEAU COPY e e

(435) 472-0475
MINING Fax: (435) 472-4780
CORPORATION MR A |G

December 14, 2000

Ms. Susan M. White

Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
P.O. Box 145801

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801

Re: ean Cop bmission, Eagle Canvon/Dinosg
in 07/038-EX00 I h
Dear Ms. White:

Plateau Mining Corporation (PMC) is submitting the clean copies regarding the aforementioned. If you

have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (435) 472-
4741.

Sincerely,

V=

Johnny Pappas
Sr. Environmental Engineer

Attachments

File: Exploration Plan - 2000 Mine Fire “eo

Chrono: JP001203.ltr
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APPLICATION FOR PERMIT PROCESSING

|_Permit Change O New Permit 0 || Renewal O || Transfer O || Exploration & Bond Release O Permit Number: C/007/038

Title of Proposal: Exploration Permit Application to address access road reconstruction following Mine: Willow Creek Mine

July 31, 2000, mine fire into Eagle and Dinosaur Canyons - Clean Copies Permittee: Plateau Mmmg Corporation
Description, include reason for application and timing required to impl Monitor mine environment as required by MSHA

O Yes & No 9. Is the application submitted as a result of a Violation? NOV #

O Yes ® No 10. Is the application submitted as a result of other laws or regulations or policies? Explain:

O Yes & No 11. Does the application affect the surface landowner or change the post mining land use?

O Yes ® No 12. Does the application require or include underground design or mine sequence and timing? (Modification of R2P27)

O Yes ® No 13. Does the application require or include collection and reporting of any baseline information?

O Yes ® No 14. Could the application have any effect on wildlife or vegetation outside the current disturbed area?

® Yes 0 No 15. Does application require or include soil removal, storage or placement?

B Yes O No 16. Does the application require or include vegetation monitoring, removal or revegetation activities? |
O Yes ONo 17. Does the application require or include construction, modification, or removal of surface facilities? . r
B Yes O No 18. Does the application require or include water monitoring, sediment or drainage control measures?

O Yes ® No 19. Does the application require or include certified designs, maps, or calculations?

O Yes ®No | 20.Does the application require or include subsidence control or monitoring?

O Yes ®No | 21.Have reclamation costs for bonding been provided for?

O Yes =® No 22. Does application involve a perennial stream, a stream buffer zone or discharges to a stream?

O Yes ®No | 23.Does the application affect permits issued by other agencies or permits issued to other entities?

® Attach 3 complete copies of the application.

I hereby certify that I am a responsible official of the applicant and that the information contained in this application is true and
cotrect to the best of my information and belief in all respects with the laws of Utah in refe to i ts, undertakings, and
obligations, herein. (R645-301-123)




This Notice of Intention to Conduct Minor Coal Exploration has been prepared by Pla.xteau Mining
Corporation (a Delaware corporation) and submitted to the Utah State Division of Ogl, Qas, and
Mining for approval of a Minor Coal Exploration Permit to reopen access roads to existing
emergency drill holes to monitor the mine atmosphere. The location of the drill holes is shown on
the attached Map 1.
Format of this application is:

Each regulation for which there is a response has been underlined.

Each regulation which apparently does not apply to coal exploration is presented in
smaller type, and is not followed by a response or underlined.

Each response is left justified.
Report is completed in WordPerfect Win 6.1.
R645-200. Coal Exploration: Introduction.

R645-200-100. Scope.

122.  Minor Coal Exploration, Coal exploration during which 250 tons of less of coal
will be removed will require Division review of a Notice of Intention to Conduct

nor 1 Ex ion un h irements of R645-201-200

This application qualifies as minor coal exploration because less than 250 tons of coal will be
removed.

R645-200-200. Responsibilities

210. i nsibility of an ing. 1 explorati nder

It is the intent of Plateau Mining Corporation to comply with the coal exploration rules of the
Utah State Division of Oil Gas and Mining (R645-200 through R645-203).

R645-201.  Coal Exploration: Requirements for Exploration Approval.
R645-201-200. Notices of Intention to Conduct Minor Coal Exploration.

R645-201-210. Notices of Intention to Conduci Minor Coal Exploratio ‘l‘ v (tousr
of coal will be removed will require .’.4_:',,:1':3)‘7»‘?0 N OF
TAR DIV e
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fucti lorati
Plflteau Mining Corporation and its agents will not proceed without receiving written approval of
this permit application. Verbal authorization was given to proceed following the mine fire.

R645-201-220. i i n in loration will include:

221.

Plateau Mining Corporation
847 Northwest Highway 191
Helper, Utah 84526
(435) 472-0475

222. he nam r lephone num icant’ i
ill resen n nsible for con ing the exploration rations;
John Mercier

Plateau Mining Corporation
847 Northwest Highway 191
Helper, UT 84526
(435) 472-4747
(435) 472-0475

Narrative description of the proposed exploration area.

The exploration holes are used to evaluate the in-mine atmosphere following the July 31, 2000,
mine fire.

Hole Descriptions:

Hole Number Description Purpose
Hole No. 3 (Dinosaur Canyon) In-mine monitoring hole 7 In-mine atmosphere
Hole No. 4 (Eagle Canyon) In-mine monitoring hole In-mi : fe.
' ovee BY N OF
r.PPR OTAH DIV ‘S‘O‘N\ NC
Refer to Map 1 for the drill sites. OF A -‘M\‘);z: M "L}GCO
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Legal Land Description.

Legal description of the area of interest for this Notice of Intent to Conduct Minor Coal
Exploration is as follows:

Drill Hole/Monitoring Hole Locations

Drill Hole No. Location Land Ownership

Township 12 South, Range 10 East

Dinosaur Canyon Section31: NEYNEY Willow Creek Fee

(Hole No. 3)

Eagle Canyon Section31: SW¥SWY4 Willow Creek Fee

(Hole No. 4) |

See Regional Surface Ownership Map 1 attached.

224. A statement of the period of intended exploration; and

It is intended that in-mine monitoring will continue until it is determined that conditions are safe
prior to recovering the mine. Reclamation activities are not anticipated at this time, but will be
performed when the need for these monitoring holes is deemed unnecessary.

225. ripti h f explorati he amount of
he practi hat will be follow I he area from adver:
f i ivities an im th in n ith th
| ir 645-20
Method of Exploration

No drilling took place, only access to existing monitoring holes. During the 1998 mine fire
drilling was conducted to establish the monitoring holes.

Access to the drill sites is along old drill roads initially used for access to old drill sites MC-23 and
MC-88 (Eagle Canyon) and MC-129 (Dinosaur Canyon), and subsequently reused for access for
the emergency drill holes installed to monitor the in-mine atmosphere subsequent to the
November 25, 1998, Willow Creek Mine fire.

The emergency sites were used to drill a hole at various locatlonsjr(g)t,w(:9‘11:‘:;‘1‘%!:jt v\( h{@\!&‘\)‘?
~r U7 AN
‘\\() (VP
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sample the mine atmosphere within the D-seam. The drill holes were not plugged following the
1998 mine fire, but left open in case a need for them was needed in the future. However, the
access roads and pads were reclaimed in 1999.

Amount of Coal to be removed.

Drill core or other strata is expected to be recovered during the program as necessary. The
amount of coal removed will be less than 250 tons.

Practices that will be followed to protect the area from adverse impacts.
Site drainage will be controlled by berms, bales, and/or silt fencing.
R645-202. Coal Exploration: Compliance Duties.

R645-202-100. Required Documents.

R645-202-200. Performance Standards.

210. 1 loration and reclamation operation i nill'irh

Core samples are not expected to be recovered during the program and the exploration activiti.es
will not substantially disturb the natural land surface. However, Plateau Mining Corporation did
reclaim the drill pads following the 1998 mine fire by backfilling the mud pits, redistributing any
soils moved during construction activities, scarifying and seeding. Any minor drainage affected by
removing vegetation and construction activities were be reshaped in 1999, but were redisturbe;d
subsequent to the 2000 mine fire and will be reshaped and seeded when monitoring is no longer
necessary. The seed mix to be used is the permanent seed mixture (upland) as shown on Table
5.3-2, Volume 3 of the Willow Creek Mining and Reclamation Permit.

220.  Any person who conducts any coal exploration in violation of the State Rftigran
Al DE ﬁn'q 0 the provi u 0f 40-10-20 o g'é,q,.:,m.l;f[n:_z:_!g;
o o A ‘3(‘“' N -
inspection and enforcement provisions @ ) H}»‘f’\" ‘t/ﬂ“\\'\\\\c N
' S Vs 00
o 7
L o€
AR P J
N




Plateau Mining Corporation will not conduct coal exploration in violation of the State Program.

230.  Operational Standards.
231.

Threatened or Endangered Species.
There are no known threatened or endangered species within the designated area of exploration.
Quoting from the Willow Creek MRP,

In addition to vegetation community mapping and identification and
characterization of plant communities, research was conducted to evaluate the
potential or presence of any Threatened, Endangered of Protected (T&E) plant
species. T&E evaluations included consultations under the Utah Natural Heritage
Program and discussions with local botanists of both the BLM and USDA-Forest
Service. The original 1981 Price River Coal Company Vegetation Inventory was
reviewed, and reconnaissance level field surveys were also completed. Research
indicated that while several T&E plants are known to occur in the Carbon County
area, specific habitat preferences limit potential T&E occurrences within the
proposed lease and project areas to only one specie of potential concern, the
Canyon Western Sweetvetch, Hedysarum occidentale var, canone. The computer
files of the Utah Natural Heritage Program show this specie as occurring in the
upper reaches of Willow Creek several miles to the northeast of the mine site. The
principal investigator for the recent vegetation inventories, who has worked
extensively in this general area and is familiar with this species, has identified
several small undocumented populations of Canyon Western Sweetvetch near
Kenilworth, but has never encountered this specie during field work on either the
“Willow Creek North” Tract (Federal Lease UTU-73975) or the planned Willow
Creek facility’s area.

Wildlife and Fish

Some of the predominate mammals which may occur in the general area include elk? deer,
black bear, cougar, bobcat, coyote, badger, porcupine, snowshoe hare, golden n:nantled squirrel,
Andy ground squirrel, red fox, gray fox, marmot, flying squirrel, and other species of small
rodents.

‘gTATE
Data from UDWR Fish and Wildlife information indicate the follﬁw }‘\ﬁ\’ ond
in the ecological zone: DN :\A\V\E\NG@
3(3, ’

SRS
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Golden Eagle (protected, common)

Bald Eagle (endangered, rare)

Prairie Falcon (protected, common)

American Peregrine (endangered, rare)

Goshawk (protected, uncommon)

Sharp-shinned Hawk (protected, uncommon)

Cooper’s Hawk (protected, transient)

Red-tailed Hawk (protected, common)

Swainsons’s Hawk (protected, summer resident)

Marsh Hawk (protected, common)

Various species of owls (essentially all are protected and most show an abundance
designation of common, summer resident, or transient

Blue Grouse (protected as a game bird, common)

Ruffed Grouse (protected as a game bird, common)

Sage Grouse (protected as a game bird, common)

California Quail (protected as a game bird, common)

Gambel’s Quail (protected as a game bird, common)

Chukar (protected as a game bird, common)

Great Blue Heron (protected, abundance unknown)

Various species of geese, ducks, teal scalps, mergansers, and widgeons (essentially all
are protected as game birds and most show an abundance designation of either common,
summer resident, or transient).

A raptor inventory was conducted on May 15, 2000, and no active nest sites were found.

A Goshawk inventory was conducted June 1996 in the general areas by E.I.S. This inventory was
conducted in conjunction with Environmental Assessment No. UT-066-97-24, Environmental
Assessment for dba 138 kV Carbon-Spanish Fork Number 2 Transmission Line re-route Right-of-
Way application UTU-74309, May 1997. No Goshawks were observed.

The Price River and Willow Creek are the only perennial streams or bodies of water capable of
supporting fish within or near the exploration area.

Reptiles and amphibians of the area may include; boreal toad, leopard frog, northern sagebrush
lizard, rocky mountain rubber boa, great basin gopher snake and great basin rattlesnake.

Since all of the drill sites are near major highways and active mining areas, wildlife are either not
present or have adjusted to the activity and there will be no disturbance to them.

Ciwpdocs\willow\plans\weexp.pin 6



Access to monitoring sites is through the mine facilities past the propane storage tanks and then
on the old access roads used to drill MC-23, MC-88 and MC-129 in 1974, 1976 and 1977,
respectively, and subsequently during the 1998 mine fire.

R645-301-358. Protection of Fish, Wildlife, and Related Environmental Values, The

Plateau Mining Corporation, will to the extent possible, minimize disturbances and adverse
impacts to fish, wildlife, and related environmental values. See response to R645-202-231 above.

R645-301-512.250  Primary Roads, The professional engineer will certify the design and
i n ion of prim meeting th

requirements of R645-301-534,200 and R645-301-742,420,

Primary roads were not constructed during this project per definition in R645-301-527.120-123.
R645-301-526.200. m i h

The access roads to be used are ancillary roads.

R645-301-527.230. A maintenance plan describing how roads will be maintained throughout
their life to meet the design standards throughout their use,

The roads will be graded prior to and during the exploration activities as needed. Thfs road will
also be watered if needed to control dust caused by travel. Heavy snowfall may require the
periodic removal of such by snow plow or tractor as needed.

'R645-301-534.100.  Roads will be located, designed, constructed, reconstructed, used,

534.110. nt or lic or pri I s

Maintenance of the access roads will be minor. The roads are located on land owned by Plateau
Mining Corporation.

534.120. -acid-formi ic-formi ces i i
The roads will not be surfaced.

534.130.

o R A | _
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Access is on existing roads that have been in place for many years. Reconstruction of any portion
utilized methods employed throughout PMC’s exploration program to ensure proper stability.

534.140.

The earthen access roads will be reclaimed when the need for short- and/or long-term monitoring
requirements are unnecessary.

534.150. .Control or pr i iltation he air polluti n i

Erosion control measures will be taken, including diverting overland flows around the roads and
drill pads where necessary, constructing berms, installing silt fences, and other measures as
required.

534.200. nsure envir: ntal pr ion and saft ropriate for their plann
ration an in in nsideration of th ize of equi n

The acess roads are sufficient for mobilization of drill and construction equipment. The roads are
generally less than 15 feet wide and composed of compacted sands and gravel. As necessary,
berms will be used to divert flows that would cause erosion or other problems.

R645-202-233.  Topsoil wil rately rem red, and redistributed on ar
istur 1 exploration activiti n O assur |
v ion requir he Divisi

Access is on land previously disturbed for access to old drill sites. However, some minor
earthwork was required to upgrade to roads. Road reconstruction entailed the use of a trackhoe
to shape the road and minimize debris and material loss down slope by carefully handling the
material. The growth media and immediate underlying soils were placed/pushed to the outside
road berm where it will be readily available during reclamation. During reclamation, the growth
media will be redistributed on the new disturbance associated with the road construction.

R645-202-234. iversions of overl hemeral nial_or in itten
T ill i n i 645-301-742.30

No major diversions were necessary for the duration of this project. Minor diversions were
utilized to control erosion or divert flows away from the roads or drill pads. Diversions of

NCY . 20, yece
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overland flows were made in accordance with R645-301-742.300. Water bars, ditches and/or
culverts will be used if needed to control overland flow.

R645-202-235. ] i i ndu inai ich minimiz

listurbance e preva ] gic bala accordance wi 4

301-356.300 through R645-301-356,400, R645-301-512.240, R645-30]-
645-301- 645-301- 645-301-533.100
-301- 600, R645-301- hrough R645-

731.522, R645-301-731.800, R645-301-733.220, through R645-301-
733,240, R645-301-742.200 through R645-301-742.300, R645-301-743,

nal r hi

356.300.

356.400 When a siltation structure is removed, the land on which the siltation structure was

in I ith the recl ion plan and R645-301-
353 through R645-301-357,

Mainor siltation structures such as silt fences, straw bales or berms will be used as needed to
control erosion after monitoring is completed. If reclamation is delayed beyond the period
immediately after monitoring, (i.e. if adverse weather conditions prevent reclamation from taking
place before the close of the reclamation season) siltation structures will be maintained until
reclamation is completed.

512.240. ndmen he professional engineer will rren ent, engineerin
racti nd will xperienced in th i ‘con i fi ndmen
n ify th i fthe i ndmen in 645-301-74

513.200.

514.300.

515.200

CAwpdocs\willow\plans\wcexp.pin




533.100. im i iz iteri 0 77216

ition ismi fatl
m n ing the size or other criteria of 30 CFR 77.216 X
r coal min i ndi r re failur Id n
X , life or seri m ill h inimum

533.200.
533.210. jon an n he im i re will le under all
nditions of con i n ration_of the impoundmen flicien
foundation i igations an r ing will rformed in order

rmine th ign requirements for foundation ility; and

533.220.

533.300.

533.400.

533.500.

533.600. m ing the criteria of 16 ill comply with

ir ' -301-5 0 5-301-

0 =-301- 00, R645-301- 645-301-
-301- -301- 2 -301- The plan

ir i istri r 30 CFR 77.216
ill al ‘ ivision it applicati

o AT

R U

Not applicable because impoundments, as managed under theslé‘i‘ééula‘tions, will not be"’ Sl
3¢, R05%
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constructed for this exploration project.

731.100. Hydrologic-Balance Protection.
731.110.

731.111.

ing ex ions and other di n reven ntrol
I llutants into th. n I

Ground water quality will be protected by handling earth materials and runoff from the drilling
activities in a manner that minimizes acidic, toxic, and other harmful materials; infiltration by
containing the drill water in an open air pit allowing maximum evaporation and thus, diminishing
the chance of infiltrating into ground water systems. Drill holes will be plugged (cemented) from
bottom to top by a licensed driller once the long term need of the drill hole is determined (i.e. in-
mine monitoring) to prevent infiltration of surface water into the ground.

731.112. For the purposes of Surface coal mining and reclamation activities ground water
quantity will be protected by handling earth materials and runoff in a manner that
will restore approximate premining recharge capacity of the reclaimed area as a
‘ whole, excluding coal mine waste disposal areas and fills, so as to allow the
movement of water to the ground water system.

Not applicable because this exploration project will not include surface coal mining.

731.120. r ion rder he hydrologic bal | minin

731.121.

731.122.

CAwpdocs\ ,n"';'.
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Discussions of roads and drill pads runoff have been presented previously.

Water Monitori

731.200.

731.210.

The drill holes will not be used for water monitoring purposes.

731.211.

731.212.

731.213.

713.214.

713.214.1

The permit application will include a ground water monitoring plan based upon the
PHC determination required under R645-301-728 and the analysis of all baseline
hydrologic, geologic and other information in the permit application. The plan will
provide for the monitoring of parameters that relate to the suitability of the ground
water for current and approved postmining land uses and to the objectives for
protection of the hydrologic balance set forth in R645-301-731. It will identify the
quantity and quality parameters to be monitored, sampling frequency and site
locations. It will describe how these data may be used to determine the impacts of
the operation upon the hydrologic balance. At a minimum, total dissolved solids
or specific conductance corrected to 25 degrees C, pH, total iron, total manganese
and water levels will be monitored;

Ground water will be monitored and data will be submitted at least every three
months for each monitoring location. Monitoring submittals will include analytical
results from each sample taken during the approved reporting period. When the
analyses of any ground water sample indicates noncompliance with the permit
conditions, then the operator will promptly notify the Division and immediately
take the actions provided for in R645-300-145 and R645-301-731;

If an applicant can demonstrate by the use of the PHC determination and other
available information that a particular water bearing stratum in the proposed permit
and adjacent areas is not one which serves as an aquifer which significantly ensures
the hydrologic balance within the cumulative impact area, then monitoring of that
stratum may be waived by the Division;

Ground water monitoring will proceed through mining and continue during
reclamation until bond release. Consistent with the procedures of R645-303-220
through R645-303-228 the Division may modify the monitoring requirements
including the parameters covered and the sampling frequency if the operator
demonstrates, using the monitoring data obtained under R645-301-731.214 that:

. STATE
The coal mining and reclamation operation ,hmmﬁw E‘é'tu%@pe
prevailing hydrologic balance in the permit a’ntﬁdj WH‘J@Q\H\ p{ﬁk{?ﬂ?ﬂi |
R U/ 16 €O,
MNCV - 77y
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713.214.2.

731.215.

713.220.

731.221.

731.222.

material damage to the hydrologic balance outside the permit area; water quantity
and quality are suitable to support approved postmining land uses and the surface
coal mining and reclamation activity has protected or replaced the water rights of
other users; or

Monitoring is no longer necessary to achieve the purposes set forth in the
monitoring plan approved under R645-301-731.211.

Equipment, structures and other devices used in conjunction with "monitoring the
quality and quantity of ground water on-site and off-site will be properly installed,
maintained and operated and will be removed by the operator when no longer
needed.

Surface Water Monitoring. Surface water monitoring will be conducted according
to the plan approved under R645-301-731.220 and the following:

The permit application will include a surface water monitoring plan based upon the
PHC determination required under R645-301-728 and the analysis of all baseline
hydrologic, geologic and other information in the permit application. The plan will
provide for the monitoring of parameters that relate to the suitability of the surface
water for current and approved postmining land uses and to set forth in R645-301-
731 as well as the effluent limitations found in R645-301-751;

The plan will identify the surface water quantity and quality parameters to be
monitored, sampling frequency and site locations. It will describe how these data
may be used to determine the impacts of the operation upon the hydrologic
balance:

Regulation’s 731.210 through 731.222 are not applicable to this coal exploration application.

731.800.

Regulation 731.800 is not applicable to this coal exploration application. ;-

Water Rights and Replacement. Any person who conducts surface coal mining
and reclamation activities will replace the water supply of an owner of interest in
real property who obtains all or part of his or her supply of water for domestic,
agricultural, industrial, or other legitimate use from an underground or surface
source, where the water supply has been adversely impacted by contamination,
diminution, or interruption proximately resulting from the surface mining activities.
Baseline hydrologic information required in R645-301-624.100 through R645-
301-624.200, R645-301-625, R645-301-626, R645-301-723 through R645-301-
724.300, R645-301-724.500, R645-301-725 through R645-301-731, and R645-
301-031.210 through R645-301-731.223 will be used to determine the extent of
the impact of mining upon ground water and surface water.

. 13




742.200. Siltation Structures,
742.210. General Requirements.

742.211.

742.212.

742.213. iltation ich impoun r wi i
intained i rdan ith R645-301-512.240, R645-301-514.300, R645-301-
515,200, R645-301-533.100 through R645-301-533.600, R645-301through
645-301-733.224 R645-301-743

742.214. For the purposes of Underground coal mining and reclamation activities, any
I

int-source dischar: f r from undergroun rkin rface w.
ich imitati f R645-301- ill
hr iltati re before leaving the permi

Construction of siltation structure and stream crossing has been discussed previously.
742.220. Sedimentation Ponds.

742.221. Sedimentation ponds, when used, will:

742.221.1.  Be used individually or in series;

742.221.2.  Belocated as near as possible to the disturbed area and out off perennial streams
unless approved by the Division; and :

742.2213.  Be designed, constructed, and maintained to:
742.221.31.  Provide adequate sediment storage volume;

742.221.32. Provide adequate detention time to allow the effluent from the ponds to meet Utah
and federal effluent limitations;

742.221.33.  Contain or treat the 10-year, 24-hour precipitation event (“design event”) unless a
lesser design event is approved by the Division based on terrain, chma,t;eY other
site-specific conditions and on a demonstratnonrtw(tlmnperator thatt ent

NV - )L* ?CUO




742.221.34.

742.221.35.

742.221.36.

742.221.37.

742.221.38.

742.221.39.

742.222.

742.223,

742.223.1.

742.223.2.

742.224.

limitations of R645-301-751 will be met;

Provide a nonclogging dewatering device adequate to maintain the detention time
required under R645-301-742.221.32.

Minimize, to the extent possible, short circuiting;

Provide periodic sediment removal sufficient to maintain adequate volume for the
design event;

Ensure against excessive settlement;

Be free of sod, large roots, frozen soil, and acid or toxic forming coal processing
waste; and

Be compacted properly.

Sedimentation ponds meeting the size or other qualifying criteria of the MSHA, 30
CFR 77.216(a) will comply with all the requirements of that section, and will have
a single spillway or principal and emergency spillways that in combination will
safely pass a 100-year, 6-hour precipitation event or greater event as demonstrated
to be necessary by the Division.

Sedimentation ponds not meeting the size or other qualifying criteria of the
MSHA, 30 CFR 77.216(a) will provide a combination of principal and emergency
spillways that will safely discharge a 25-year, 6-hour precipitation event or greater
event as demonstrated to be needed by the division. Such ponds may use a single
open channel spillway if the spillway is:

Of nonerodible construction and designed to carry sustained flows; or

Earth or grass lined and designed to carry short-term infrequent flows at non-
erosive velocities where sustained flows are not expected.

In lieu of meeting the requirements of R645-301-742.223.1 and 742.223.2 the
Division may approve a sedimentation pond that relies primarily on storage to
control the runoff from the design precipitation event when it is demonstrated by
the operator and certified by a qualified registered professional engineer in
accordance with R645-201-512.200 that the sedimentation pond will safely control
the design precipitation event. The water will be removed from the pond in
accordance with current, prudent, engineering practices and any Sediment pond so
used will not be located where failure would be expected to cause loss of life or
serious property damage. arp (AT S ATAS
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742.225.

742.225.1.

742.225.2.

742.230.

742.231.

742.232.

742.240.

An exception to the sediment pond location guidance in R645-301-742.224 may
be allowed:

In the case of a sedimentation pond meeting the size or other criteria of 30 CFR
71.216(a), if the pond is designed to control the precipitation of the probable
maximum precipitation of a 6 hour event or greater event if specified by the
Division; or 30 CFR 816.46 (c) (2) (ii) (A))

In the case of a sedimentation pond not meeting the size or other criteria of 30
CFR 77.216 (a), if the pond is designed to control the precipitation of a 100-year
6-hour event or greater event if demonstrated to be needed by the Division.

Other Treatment Facilities.

Other treatment facilities will be designed to treat the 10-year, 24-hour
precipitation event unless a lesser design event is approved by the Division based
on terrain, climate, other site-specific conditions and a demonstration by the
operator that the effluent limitations of R645-301-751 will be met.

Other treatment facilities will be designed in accordance with the applicable
requirements of R645-30-1742.220.

Exemptions. Exemptions to the requirements of R645-301-742.200 and R645-
301-763 may be granted if the disturbed drainage area within the total disturbed
area is small and the operator demonstrates that siltation structures and alternate
sediment control measures are not necessary for drainage from the disturbed areas
to meet the Effluent limitations under R645-301-751 or the applicable Utah and
federal water quality standards for the receiving waters.

Regulation’s 742.200 through 7420 are not applicable to this coal exploration prbject.

742.300. Diversions,
Addressed previously.

763. ion r
763.100.

763.200.

wvas located will be regarded and revegetated ' : opfl "",‘_‘,,muﬁ‘
plan and R645-30]-358, R645-301.356, and i-t Seditmentation ponifs
’ 20 700
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Alternate sediment control measures would consist of using berms, straw bales and/or silt fences
as temporary siltation structures, and by using berms to divert water to siltation structures if
needed.

.

R645-202-236. id- or toxic-forming materials will be handled and di in

accordance with R645-301-731.110, R645-301-731.300, and R645-301-
553,260, The Division ma cify additional measures which will

he person engaged in coal explorati

Af:id-forming or toxic-forming materials will not be used on this project. Fuel spill contamination
will be contained, collected and disposed of, off property, in an approved manner.

R645-202-240. - Reclamation Standards.

R645-202-241. If ex i ificially flat ar r nkments ar rin
rati h I ill be return h roxim rigin

n r I r such res are no longer needed for coal
exploration,
R645-202-242. lar isturbed | exploration activities will be rev ted in
mann NCour. rompt rev ion recovery of a diver

effective, and permanent vegetative cover. Revegetation will be
li in rdan ith the following:

R645-202-242.100. 1 ar i xploration activiti ill eded or plan
h 1 vari ive to reas disturbed. If the lan
fth loration area is intensive agriculture, plantin he cr:
n lly grown will meet the requirem 645-202-242.100; an.

R645-202-242.200. i il le of ilizing th il m
erosion,

The exploration sites will have trash and debris removed. The drill pads will be returned to the
approximate original contour, scarified, and re-seeded with the seed mix shown on Table 5.3-2 in
the Willow Creeck MRP. Existing roads will be returned to a condition equal to or better than
their condition prior to commencement of the exploration activities. Seeding of the rehabilitated
drill pads will be accomplished in the first season following completion of the exploration or
monitoring program.

i
| ~ f\\‘ -
R645-202-243. ach exploration hole, borehole, well_or other exposed undergrdBng ' e
opening created during exploration will be recainied in-accordaBS&With, -
L'
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645-301-5 645-301-55 5-301-631, R645-301-738, and R645-
301-765,

Upon determination of the future need for drill holes, the holes will be cemented from bottom to
the collar of the hole (total depth) by a licensed driller. Reclamation of roads and drill pads has
been addressed previously.

R645-202-244. iliti ipm ill romptl fr h 1
rea when they are no longer needed for exploration h
facilities an. ipmen Divisi i remain to:

R645-202-244.100. Provide additional environmental data;

R645-202-244-200. R r control the on-site and off-site efft f the exploration
activities; or

R645-202-244-300. ili I 1 mining and reclamation ration h n

nducting the explorati

All equipment will be promptly removed from the exploration/monitoring area upon completion
of mine atmosphere monitoring, and reclamation will be conducted as described in response to
R645-202-240 to 242.200 above.

Bonding

It is my understanding that the Division does not require bond revisions for cummulative activities
that do not increase the existing bond by more that 5 percent. Therefore, the existing
$11,949,205.00 is sufficient to cover this exploration activity.

Thus far, the only approved revisions to the Wiliow Creek Mine Permit that would apply to the 5
percent rule are the $49,537.00 for the Clean Coal Pile Expansion and the Barn Canyon Shaft for
$110,00.00. This totals $159,537.00.

The proposed activity will not add significantly to that already accrued against the bond to whfere
it excceds the 5 percent rule. In order to exceed the 5 percent rule, $597,460.00 of cummulative
increases will have to be proposed and approved.
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